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Title of Book: Where Is My Nose?
Author: Susan King
Illustrator: Stephanie Peterson
Publisher:  Grosset & Dunlap
Publication Date: 2001
Age Level:

Evaluating books for babies and toddlers. The books should:
1.      Relate to familiar life experiences. What sorts of familiar life experiences does the book explore? This book will allow children to become familiar with a part of their body.
Health experiences and respect to the authority.
2.      Provide clear, uncluttered illustrations with little or no distracting background. Using specific examples, describe how the book does or does not follow that rule. 
The book has used clear illustrations, for example, the story of the two fruits it has used the banana and the apple. 
3.      Be well constructed with sturdy, durable pages. How has the book been constructed in order to ensure durability?
The book has been converted into video in order to keep it in modern forms of storage, for example, films, and video cassettes.
4.      Use clear, natural language. Does the author of the book use clear, natural language, or not? Provide specific examples to support your answer.
Yes, there is a clear understanding between the teacher and the children during their conversation and thus language is clear.
5.      Have predictable stories. What predictable stories does the author employ?
The story of the two fruits and my nose
6.      Provide some humor, especially so the child will feel superior. How does the author use humor to make the child feel superior? 
He used pictures and play-role in which the roles played the children emerge winners.
7.      Offer opportunities for participation and interaction. Using specific examples, describe the ways in which the book encourages participation and interaction.
It offers chances to children to discuss and play-role some of the scenes of the texts. For example, the conversation between the teacher and the pupil.

8.      Hold the child's attention. What attention-getting strategies does the book utilize?
Use of colored pictures and allowing them to contribute to the play roles.
Evaluating ABC books:

Title of Book: Animalia
Author: Graeme base 
Illustrator: Graeme base
Publisher: Harcourt
Publication Date: 1986
Age Level: 5 years

1.      The objects or animals should be presented clearly. How clearly are they presented in the book?
They have been given human characteristics. For example, zebra

2.      For very young children, only one or two objects should be pictured on a page. Do any of the pages have too many picture objects?
No 

3.      Common objects or animals that are easily identifiable are best for the young child. What objects or animals does the book use? Are they easily identifiable? Why or why not?
Zebra, fish, lion, apes. Yes, they are easily identifiable. Each animal has been given its original appearance.


4.      ABC books should avoid the use of objects that might be known by several names. Does the book include any of these objects? Explain.

No. most of the animals used are unique and are known by their names.

5.      The author/illustrator's purpose for the book should be clear. State the purpose.
 Learning of the alphabet and their vocabulary. 

6.      The illustrations should be consistent with the text and reflect the mood of the book. How do the illustrations achieve or fail to achieve consistency with the text? How do they reflect the mood of the book?
It has used animals only in each aspect. The mood is humorous. The animals do funny and silly did in order to capture the attention of the participants. For examples the apes. 


7.      The organizing principle of the presentations should be clear. What is the organizing principle for the book's presentations?
 Use of animals systematically creates a clear presentation and consistency.

8.      The intended age level should be considered in both pictures and text. What is the intended age level? Do both text and pictures seem appropriate to that age level? Why or why not?
5 to 8 years.  Yes, they are simple and clear.
Evaluating Counting books (123’s)

Title of Book: ten black dots 
Author: Donald Crews 
Illustrator: Donald Crews 
Publisher: Greenwillow Books
Publication Date: 1995
Age Level: 3 years
1.      Objects to be counted should stand out clearly. Do the objects stand out? If so, how is this accomplished? If not, what needs to be done to accomplish this?
Yes, by use of different colors.
2.      Accuracy is essential. Are there any inaccuracies in the text? What are they?
No.
3.      Common objects that children know, such as fingers, toes, and eggs, are usually best for the young child. What counting objects does the book use? Explain why the objects are appropriate or inappropriate for the young child.
Sun, moon, eyes, keys. They are readily available and the children interact with them daily.

4.      Groupings or sets should be clearly differentiated. How does the book differentiate groupings or sets?
The books use different counting items for each number, for example, the sun stands for one while eyes stand for two.
5.      Number concepts should not be lost in the story. How does the book keep number concepts prominent?
It has used animations that are colored and attractive to the children. 
6.      The level of thinking required should be challenging for appropriate ages. How does the book challenge the reader? Is the level of challenge appropriately matched to the age level of the intended audience? Why or why not?
It gives illustrations that require the reader to think about the location and appearance of the item used. Yes, it is matched, because the learner can identify and trace the location and therefore associate it with the numbers assigned.
Evaluating Mother Goose Books:
With so many editions of Mother Goose, what factors should be considered when evaluating them? The following points might be useful in studying various editions.

Title of Book: mother goose in prose
Author: l. frank Baum
Illustrator: Maxfield Parrish 
Publisher: way and Williams publishers
Publication Date: 1897
Age Level: 3 years 

Coverage
         How many verses are included in the collection? Does the number seem too low or too high? Why or why not?
22 nursery rhymes. This number is too high. In regard to the age limit, it is very difficult to remember these poems once the children have read them. If the book was made of two or three poems it would be more remembered. 

         Are the verses well-known rhymes, or are there some fresh and unusual ones? List examples of each. 
Well-known rhymes 
1. The cat and the fiddle
2. Old king 
3. Pussy-cat mew
New rhymes 
1. The little man and his little gun
2. Little bun rabbit
Illustrations
         What medium has been used? How does the choice of medium affect your reading experience?
Pictures and words. The pictures act as reinforcement and thus encourages when reading. 

         What colors have been used? Describe the mood set by the color scheme.
Are the illustrations realistic, stylized, or varied? Provide examples to support your answer. 
White and black colors. Black implies and authority. For example in the story of the old King Cole. White color implies summer and mood of cold times is created by the use of white color. For example, the story of the black sheep implies coldness when the boy says he need wool. As such the illustrations are realistic. 


         Are the illustrations consistent with the text? How?
Yes. Illustrations used to describe the content and the real-life context.

         Do the illustrations elaborate the text? In what ways?

Yes. For example in the story of the black sheep, the illustrations show the relationship between animals and human beings.

 What is the mood of the illustrations (humorous, sedate, high-spirited)? How does the illustrator express and communicate that mood? 
Humorous. The illustrator uses pictures that are humorous in nature. For example, the pictures those hold the title of each story.


 Has the illustrator created a fresh approach, avoiding cliché-ridden images?
 Yes.
 Provide examples to support your answer.
Each story has its own and different images.

Text
         Does the text read smoothly, or have verses been altered? If the verses have been altered, what is the effect? What makes the text read smoothly or not?

The text can be read smoothly and there are no alterations in the text. The plot of the text gives a smooth flow of information that is indented.

         Is the text all on the same page, or fragmented by the need to turn the page? How does the pagination affect your reading of a given verse?
The stories in this collection are fragmented into different pages and thus make reading easy. This there does not have any great implication to the reading of the text.

Setting
         What background is presented—rural or urban? How does the choice of background enhance or detract from the text?

Both rural and urban backgrounds have been used as each story has its own background. These backgrounds have enabled the writer to describe is ideas easily.


         Does the book take place in any particular country? What is the effect of having (or not having) a specific setting established?

No. this makes it applicable in all parts of the world.


         Is the book set in modern times or in the past? How can you tell?
Past. The clothing that has been used to illustrate the texts was being worn during the ancient times. Also, wise men are not found in modern days. 


         What does the setting add to the collection?
Reality and applicability of the texts.


Characters
         Do the characters come from a variety of ethnic backgrounds? List the ethnic backgrounds represented.

No. it mainly comes from the European background.


         Do the characters have distinct personalities? Use examples to support your answer.

Yes, for example, the sheep is humble and willing to assist his master.

         Do characters range in age? What age groups appear in the tale?

Yes, the tales age range from young to the old.

         How are animals presented—as humans or realistically? Provide examples to support your response.
The animals have been given characteristics. Bobby is able to compose a song as humans do. Also, the sheep answer his master that he had some bags of wool.
Arrangement
         Is there a thematic arrangement of the verses? If so, describe the arrangement. If not, describe how the lack of thematic arrangement affects your reading experience.

Yes, each story is based on a different theme. The most important themes come first while the list is the last ones.


         Is there a feeling of unity to the whole book, or does it feel like a jumble of separate verses? Give evidence to support your answer.

No feeling of unity in the whole book. This is because each story describes a different aspect of life. 

         Are pictures and verses well-spaced or crowded? Is it clear which picture illustrates which verse? How does the picture/text placement affect your reading experience?
Well-spaced, each picture used illustrates a certain verse in the text.
Format
         Describe the quality of the paper and the binding.

Good quality and well bound.


         Does the book include a title page, index, and table of contents? How are those elements designed?

Yes, these elements are arranged according to the position they are found in the collection. The title comes first and followed by a table of contents. The index is not available.

         Is there harmony among endpapers, cover, and jacket? Explain your answer.

Yes, the cover captures some of the examples that are found in the real text. For example, the little man and the little gun.

         No matter what edition is selected; children should be exposed to the rhythm and rhyme of Mother Goose. It is part of their literary heritage and might be their first introduction to the realm of literature. Why do you think Mother Goose rhymes are important for young readers?
They present information that cannot be found in the normal books. Also, they capture the past and thus they enable the young generation to have an understanding of their past. 





Note: Criteria presented here are from Charlotte Huck’s Children’s Literature, 10th edition, by Barbara Z. Kiefer (2010).  
